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arranged under Emperors? I know nothing that could be
more welcome to the serious students of Roman history and
that is more needed. As I am on the subject of catalogues,
may I venture to depart again from the conventional methods
of my predecessors in this chair and to say something on
another aspect of the question. When you have to face the
stupendous task of cataloguing such a collection of coins, for
instance, as that in the British Museum, it is difficult to
know where to begin and what series to select for cataloguing.
The usual solution in such cases has been to start at some
arbitrary point and to drive along the level road that leads
from the beginning of the series to the end. This is perhaps
the best plan for the cataloguers, but it may not be the best
plan for the historian and the man who has his eye on the
whole known series, whether in any particular museum or not.
To me it is better that a series which interests me and would
help me in my work should be published in my lifetime rather
than a hundred years hence. It seems to me therefore that
in cataloguing a great collection of coins those series should
be first attacked which have been hitherto neglected, and on
which no modern or tolerable monograph exists, especially in
English; secondly, those in which the particular museum is
most rich, and in which therefore the catalogue will most
completely cover the whole subject of the series; and thirdly,
those in which there happens to be the greatest number of
students who need help and assistance from such a catalogue,
and whom it is our duty to assist.

Let me be more concrete. I will illustrate my meaning by
the Indian series in the Museum. The Coinages of India
before the Mohammadan conquest have been the object of
assiduous attention and work in endless memoirs in'the trans-
actions of the Bengal and Bombay Societies, and in the works
of Thomas, Prinsep, Cunningham, Rapson, Vincent Smith, &c.,
and may be said to be very well known. Two volumes
dealing with the subject have appeared among the recent